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Historically, fenethylline, commonly referred to as captagon, was a drug of war.1 Governments once fed 
it to military combatants for the feelings of invincibility and aggression it induced. Civilians in war-torn 
areas used it as a psychological bulwark and to suppress appetite. The highly addictive drug can cause 
hallucinations, psychosis, and seizures.2 

Because of these reactions, fenethylline was banned in most countries by 1986 — shortly after the World 
Health Organization included it in the Convention on Psychotropic Substances.3  

Now, the drug is widely manufactured illicitly, particularly in the Middle East.4 In fact, in March 2025, Iraqi 
authorities intercepted drug dealers trying to smuggle roughly 1.1 tons of captagon pills into the county.5 
It was one of the largest shipments of illicit drugs ever intercepted by Iraq, but only a tiny slice of the 
estimated $10 billion captagon market.6 

The regime of Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad, aided by his brother, Major General Maher al-Assad7, 
bolstered the captagon trade. During the Syrian Civil War, international sanctions levied against Assad 
and his deputies left the regime short of cash. Captagon production and sales became Assad’s primary 
money-maker. In fact, at one point Assad commanded more than half of the captagon market — making 
captagon Syria’s largest export.8  

Using Babel Street to disrupt the captagon trade  
How can Babel Street technologies help governments better stem the flow of captagon?

Perform research 

Using Babel Insights, analysts can search social 
media and news sites for locations of captagon 
labs, factories, and distribution centers. Analysts 
can collect names of key individuals involved in the 
captagon drug trade and legitimate businesses used 
to launder money. Searches also illuminate political 
and military organizations involved in captagon 
trafficking.  

Build a profile 

With names and social media handles uncovered 
in Document Search, analysts can quickly pivot to People Search to glean additional identifiers for 
individuals associated with captagon trafficking — such as phone numbers, email addresses, usernames, 
and other data that can spur further investigation. People Search also runs names against thousands of 
international and domestic watchlists, which can uncover individuals with existing sanctions.     

Figure 1: A social media post about a captagon lab 
returned by an Insights Document Search
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Babel Street is the trusted technology partner for the world’s most advanced identity intelligence and 
risk operations. The Babel Street Insights platform delivers advanced AI and data analytics solutions to 
close the Risk-Confidence Gap.
 
Babel Street provides unmatched, analysis-ready data regardless of language, proactive risk 
identification, 360-degree insights, high-speed automation, and seamless integration into existing 
systems. We empower government and commercial organizations to transform high-stakes identity and 
risk operations into a strategic advantage. 

Learn more at babelstreet.com.
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Figure 3: Results from a Business Search showing the 
business and family ties of the individual being investigated

Figure 2: A People Search profile showing that an 
individual appears on a sanctions list

Follow the money 

Using Business Search, analysts can build business 
connections between individuals and organizations 
associated with captagon trafficking in Syria and 
Lebanon. These businesses provide fronts for the 
captagon trade, while insulating corrupt government 
officials from production and exportation of the 
drug. These discoveries provide new leads to 
explore and expand the known network. 

Use location data 

Analysts can use geolocational data to expose 
captagon trafficking routes and highlight new 
locations of interest. Starting from known captagon 
facilities, investigators can analyze device activity 
and perform historical queries of those devices to 
show trends, patterns, and trafficking routes. 
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